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AAC-4  Update on Research and Engagement                                                 
      
Through research, engagement, and innovation, UNC Greensboro is transforming 
knowledge, students, and the region.  The quality as well as diversity of our scholarship 
is evident in the selected highlights below.  
 
External Funding 
 
For the first third of this fiscal year, we are ahead of last year at this time in both 
submissions and awards.  More specifically, we are up almost $1 million in awards, with 
increases in both federal funding and state contracts.   
 
Awards and Submissions   
  

 7/1/16 to 10/31/16 7/1/15 to 10/31/16 

SUBMISSIONS Number Amount Number Amount 

 155 $41,767,766 144 $29,788,740 

AWARDS Number Amount Number Amount 

 89 $17,187,712 109 $16,201,240 
 
Selected Highlights 

Dr. Kim Kappler-Hewitt in the Department of Educational Leadership and Cultural 
Foundations; School of Education has received a 2 year grant from the NC Alliance for 
Scholar Leadership Development to train 20 principals in 11 rural, high-needs NC 
school districts. 

Dr. Arthur Murphy, in the Department of Anthropology, College of Arts and Sciences received 

continued funding from the NCDHHS Division of Social Services for the project “Recipe for 

Success in North Carolina.” This project is also supported by funds from the U.S. Department of 

Agriculture. Recipe for Success in collaboration with public and private entities in North 

Carolina providing nutrition and obesity prevention education. 

Dr. Zhenquan Jia, in the Department of Biology, College of Arts and Sciences and Dr. Jianjun 
Wei, in the Department of Nanoscience, Joint School of Nanoscience and 
Nanoengineering, received new funding from the National Institutes of Health (NIH) for the 



project “Novel Carbon Nanodots against Vascular Inflammation,” investigating environmental 

chemical-induced vascular inflammation and injury with a special interest on understanding the 

possible signaling mechanisms involved.  

Dr. Tanya Coakley, in the Department of Social Work, School of Health and Human Sciences,   

received new funding from the National Institutes of Health (NIH) for the project “Father 

intervention to prevent at-risk sexual behaviors in African-American boys.” The contribution of 

this research project is expected to be the development and testing of an innovative father-son 

intervention to prevent at-risk sexual behaviors in African-American males. This is the first 
NIH funding for the department. 

The College of Visual and Performing Arts sponsored the second annual Arts Summit, 
focusing on the arts as not only an economic engine but also as key contributors to the 
vitality and wellbeing of our community.  The Summit including national experts, UNC 
Greensboro faculty and students, and representatives from local government and the 
non-profit and private sectors.  

UNC Greensboro was a finalist in the 2016 Awards of Excellence from the University 
Economic Development Association, being recognized for its leadership in the way in 
which UNCG contributes to making attractive, competitive communities—places where 

people want to live, create and take jobs, raise their families, participate in civic life, and age and 

retire.  
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